                  HOW AND WHY TO MAKE “FISH BOX” TROUGHS 


                           WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOUT A FISH-BOX TROUGH ?

IT’S CHEAP. ABOUT $5 A TROUGH….DEPENDING

IT’S REALLY EASY TO MAKE WITH AVAIALABLE TOOLS

EACH ONE TAKES AN HOUR OR SO TO MAKE

IT CURES IN A DAY

IT’S LIGHT AND EASY TO HANDLE
PLANTS AND TROUGH ARE WINTER HARDY 
BEST OF ALL, IT LOOKS GREAT

BILL OF MATERIALS AND SOURCES

A FISH BOX OR ANY STYROFOAM BOX.

        SOURCE:  Super market fish counter.  The size of the fish box varies with the type of fish, so variety of troughs is easy to arrange.  We found flounder boxes to be attractive.

TOOLS    SOURCE:  Wherever

               10x14x5” tall plastic dish for measuring

               24 ounce yogurt cup for measuring and dispensing liquid additive

               Trowel or whatever you want for mixing and applying grout to box

               Drill or other tool for cutting drainage holes.  ( Try a pencil)

GROUT    SOURCE:   Lowe’s, Home depot, local hardware store

                Laticrete Tri-poly Fortified Sanded grout, 1500 series.  Comes in Colors

                              # 10 carton makes over two troughs.  @5 lbs cost approx $10

               Laticrete Super Flexible Additive 333
                              1 gallon makes over 5 troughs

                Rainbow cement color

                               A little goes a long way

                     HOW TO DO IT
1. Measure the desired amount of grout and pour into the mixing dish.  I started with about 4 pounds of grout and added about a quart of additive.

2. Drill drainage holes in the bottom.  I drilled three 2 inch holes; or you cab gently press a pencil thru to make the holes.  
3. Ready to apply.  Add grout or liquid to get the consistency right.  As you use the mix, the remainder will slowly dry out in the pan.  In that, case Add the measured amount of additive to the grout, and thoroughly mix the two with the trowel, like mixing cement.  Add a little liquid and mix thoroughly. The final consistency is like cake icing.

4. Add some color powder to the mix, if desired.  A little will add a lot of color.  Mix very thoroughly.

5. Use the trowel to smear a thinness’ (1/16” or so, not at all critical) to the outside walls of the box.  Then smear grout on top of the walls.  Then put grout on the inside, down an inch or so, so it’s below the eventual ground level.  Be sure to look carefully at the resultant grout coverage for gap-s and excessively thick or thin areas.  Patching as you go is easy.

6. Clean up the work area, you’re done with making a mess.

7. Set the finished trough aside for a day, and then be sure that the grout is thoroughly dry and solid.  Extra thick portions may take longer to dry.

8. You are done.  Start planting and admiring.  

